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President’s Message
By Andrew Baird, PhD, University of California San Diego
Last time we spoke I mentioned how one of the main reasons the WHS was originally founded was to support team work and communication amongst like-minded scientists interested in
wound healing, injury and the process of tissue regeneration. We’ve been around for over 25
years now, so we have established our staying power. Now it’s time to discuss how we support
team work and communication and how maybe, we might all help to do it better.
Of course there is our Annual meeting (much more on that next time…) and you have likely
heard rumors of an emerging initiative in the WHS to support small local and regional meetings.
There is also our web page, our Twitter feed and our Facebook page that Katherine Radek and
the younger WHS members of the Web committee are shepherding forward. And finally there
are our paper publications like this Newsletter brought to you by Manuela Martins-Green, Wound Repair and Regeneration now edited by Jeff Davidson and our association with Mary Ann Liebert’s Advances in Wound Care currently edited
by Chandan Sen. Together, they bring to your desktop the latest research in our field, some insight into where we have
been and a look into where we are going.
Wound Repair and Regeneration (WRR), like the Newsletter and website, are special. First, as a WHS member, they
really belong to you. Accordingly, it is incumbent on all of us to help their editors make them the best that it can be.
The first way you can help the WHS meet this goal is to contribute and submit your best work. Being a WHS member
does not guarantee acceptance and there is no free ride (except of course those free color photographs for WHS members in WRR!). Instead you will be assured of a fair, rigorous and timely review that will give you invaluable insight into
making your manuscript better – whatever the outcome.
A second way to support the success of WRR is to agree to review manuscripts. We are all very busy and have to
“pick our battles” but in that analogy, the WRR fight is a worthy one. After all, who best to give a timely, thoughtful and
constructive review then someone who will be submitting their own manuscript to the journal, expecting the same. How
does that expression go? “…do onto others only what you would want done to yourself….” . Think of the review that you
would like to get: one that gives insight into how to make the manuscript better, one that helps you clarify your ideas,
one that might find the errors you missed for being too close to the story, and one that gets back to you while it is still
fresh and exciting.
A third way to help make WRR, the web site and the newsletter the go-to sites for information regarding our field is to
join the publication (and web site) committees. Currently chaired by Brian Eliceiri, the publication committee gets to
oversee WRR and indirectly helps the editorial team make the journal outstanding. You’ll get access to performance
criteria, have input on its governance and even participate in evaluating new initiatives. As a bonus, you’ll also hear of
exciting changes in Advances in Wound Care and the WHS newsletter. Of course you can wait until our annual meeting
but participating makes you an agent of change and it is your time to leave an imprint on WHS activities!
The fourth way to support WRR is to cite the papers it publishes when relevant to your own work. Many journals game
the peer-review publishing process by publishing reviews and short communications to increase their impact factors,
but the WRR does not. Instead, it relies on investigators like you and lets the papers that you publish speak for themselves. As a WHS member, you should also know that WRR, while best known for the original research that it presents,
also has mechanisms that allow you to publish “perspectives” and “biomedical hypotheses” which undergo equally
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rigorous review as original research.
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In the end, all of the WHS-sponsored mechanisms that aim to increase communication
are only as good as the content we, as WHS members, supply the editors. Scientific
papers in WRR, events announced in the newsletter and updates found on the website,
Facebook and Twitter are only as good as the users who use them. If these mechanisms
of communication don’t meet your needs, get involved and let’s develop updated processes that do. You want to put together a national team to apply for research funding?
for a patient database? for a WH biorepository? for job postings? for …….something
else? Get involved and let’s see how it can be set up. We cannot presume to “build it and
they will come” unless we also provide content.

Andrew Baird, PhD
President, Wound Healing Society
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I also want to take this opportunity to ask you to continue to support our Society. If you are a member, please pay your dues and get involved and if you
are not a member consider becoming one. As our President Andrew Baird mentions in his
address, these are exciting times for the Society. We are undergoing many changes that
point to a brighter future for WHS. One of the ways you can participate is by registering
for our Annual meeting in Atlanta and submitting one or more abstracts. Please do visit
the site that describes the instructions for abstract submission and see below in this letter
the highlights for this Year’s Scientific Program. HAPPY NEW YEAR!

Mission

Improve wound healing outcomes through science,
professional education, and communication by:

The Wound Healing Society

•

Leading multi-disciplinary research in wound
science and outcomes.

•

Linking scientists and clinicians to advance
wound healing research.

•

Translating discovery into evidence based
clinical outcomes.

•

Communicating through mentoring, education, publications, and global networking.
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WHS Profile: Paul Liu
By Elof Eriksson, MD, PhD, WHS Vice President
Asking and answering the most fundamental questions
of health and vitality seemed like a logical continuation of
the broad base I had established in my education.

Manuela asked me to write a profile on Paul Liu. As you
know he has been president of the Wound Healing Society and is enjoying a very distinguished career as a researcher, educator, plastic surgeon and leader. I thought
that rather than highlighting the important parts of Paul’s
CV, it would be much more interesting to our society if I
centered this on Paul, his experience and insight. This is
why this is fashioned as an interview.

Why Surgery?

I did my surgical rotation first, to get it out of the way. It
was at the Brigham and Women’s, which was across the
street from my apartment so I could maximize my sleep. I
wasn’t really seriously even considering surgery until I did
a one week elective at the end of the rotation at Boston
Children’s with the craniofacial surgeons there, and it was
a revelation. I didn’t even know such corrections of congenital anomalies were possible. I was hooked.

Who stimulated you to intellectual pursuits early on?

My intellectual stimuli in science got
jumpstarted with an innovative program for high school juniors called
“Frontiers of Science,” held at the
University of Northern Colorado for
30 kids interested in pursuing STEM
subjects in college. I was given a
scholarship by the Coors Foundation (yup, the beer makers!) for eight weeks where we lived on campus and were
taught by UNC professors. Later, at Colorado College, I
spent two summers working in John Pappenheimer’s lab
at Harvard Med School. He was the Higginson Professor of Physiology who persuaded me that law school was
not for me and that I should pursue medicine instead. I
played string quartets on the weekends with him and his
Julliard-trained violinist wife Dorothy, and Alvin Pappenheimer, his HMS Pathology Professor violist brother. I
was entranced!

Why Plastic Surgery?

See above – I was clueless about the discrimination
against plastic surgeons by my general surgery brethren –
so my application for residency baldly stated “I want to be
an academic plastic surgeon.” Fortunately, I still matched
at a great general surgery residency at the Brigham.

Why Wound Healing?

You were a huge influence in my decision to pursue
wound healing research. I can still remember our initial
interview. I had been promised a T-32 training grant to
do a couple of years of research, and your lab had been
established with Karl Breuing and Don Miller doing fluid
phase wound healing in a pig model. Karl and I clicked,
and I could tell that you were passionate about the field
and what you were learning about a variety of wounds in
your model. That passion ignited my own interest.

What did you learn at Colorado College?

Colorado College is on the Block Plan, where you study
a semester’s subject in one month. I definitely thought I
learned not to procrastinate, but apparently it was not a
life lesson! I majored in math, but had a minor in Renaissance Studies which broadened my world view considerably.

Explain your two detours (Miami, Lahey)?

Finishing 9 years of residency and fellowship, there were
two academic jobs that responded to my queries. One
was at BU, with Jay Anastazi, and the other was at U
Miami with Seth Thaller. I was all set to stay in Boston,
but Jay delayed offering me the job until after the date I
had promised an answer to Seth. So I accepted Miami.
When Jay called three days later to offer me the BU job, I
said I was a man of my word and wouldn’t back out of Miami! But it was a great place to hone my craft, and I started my lab at U. Miami and met future collaborators I still
work with to this day. My wife didn’t like Miami, and didn’t
want to raise our young family there, so when the job was
advertised at Lahey, I came back to New England. They
were very good to me – I am still the only surgeon they
recruited with guaranteed protected lab time of one day
a week. John Libertino had recruited Ian Summerhayes
from the Shields Warren lab at the Deaconess, who was
a spectacular cell biologist. So I got to work with Ian and

What did you learn at Oxford?

Winning a Marshall Scholarship for studies at University
College, Oxford, was an unbelievable experience. Going from a small town in Colorado to one of the oldest
universities in the world with depth in every intellectual
sphere was like opening the best of Christmas presents. I
was the only person my year to combine Physiology with
Philosophy, and did an honors thesis in immunology as
well as learned philosophy of mind from Jonathan Glover,
logic from David Wiggins, and ethics from Philippa Foote.

Why medicine?

Medicine seemed like the last bastion of Renaissance men
and women in a world increasingly technocratic in nature!

The Wound Healing Society
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we were actually pretty productive, developing the gene
therapy techniques I still employ.

If you had $1 billion to change wound
care, what would you do?

We have seen increasing competition for smaller pots of
funding. For example, this year’s round of applications for
grants offered by the Wound Healing Foundation, such as
the Medline grant of $15,000, resulted in many applications from prestigious labs that a decade or so ago probably wouldn’t have thought it worth the effort. So I would use
half of it to fund a thousand grants of $50,000 to answer
scientific questions that need answers in wound healing,
such as how to prevent biofilm from developing? Can we
develop a better preclinical model of chronic wounds? Of
course that modest amount won’t take a project to completion, but the second half of the money would be used
to fund phase 2 research based on the most promising
projects. It is based on the SBIR model, which has enjoyed some success.

What excites you now in science and surgery?

I am very excited about our ability to engineer tissue and
tissue responses to various stimuli. The tools we have
at our disposal now, like laser capture microdissection,
genomics, proteomics, and the ability to analyze big data
means we will be able to effect new therapies based on
deeper understanding of mechanism. And 3-D printing of
scaffolds and tissues is very cool.

You have excelled in many hobbies, please
elaborate.

I’ve kept up with music, playing my violin in a pretty good
community orchestra as well as in church. I enjoy teaching Sunday school to elementary kids, and I lead a small
group Bible study.

What professional activity would you give
up last- administration, teaching, surgery or
research?

How are you able to combine family priorities with a huge professional commitment?

I love teaching, but I think the research would be the last I
would give up. No doubt administrative duties are the first
to be relinquished in anyone’s book!

When I took over the residency in plastic surgery at
Brown, I told my charges that as important as they were
to me, I still put God and my family in front of them. I think
that sense of prioritization still works.

What is right and wrong with WHS?

The WHS is unique as a group of great people united by
their passion for advancing the science and clinical care
of wound healing. There is no other group that pulls together thought leaders in bench work, clinical care, and
industry. A dedicated Board who is uncompensated and
a Program Committee that year after year excels in providing the best new information available at any venue
lead it. We recently held a regional meeting in Providence
that may help broaden the message and provide opportunities for growing the Society. The combination of the
Annual Scientific Meeting with the SAWC is both one of
the best and the worst things about the WHS. We have all
had the experience of delivering our talk to a near empty venue, and our alliance with the SAWC has mitigated
that. In addition, the caliber of our Hunt Lecture, such as
Lee Hood’s excellent address last year on Systems Biology, would simply not be possible for a small meeting of
several hundred people. But there are many who feel we
have strayed from our foundation and our core strengths.
I just got back from the joint WHS/ETRS meeting in Copenhagen, which felt very similar to the WHS meetings of
a decade ago, before SAWC. It was a great meeting, and
unless we feel the love from SAWC, it is not a bad option!
Building on the regional outreach, we might even be able
to lure some of the bigger vendors from SAWC.

How do you coach yourself to be a happy
and successful person and professional?

Adhering to a set of objective values makes happiness
and success secondary to treating others as you yourself
would want to be treated. It all falls into line if you don’t
compromise those values.

How bad is your mid life crisis?

Well a few years ago I did buy a Porsche convertible on
ebay! Is it over yet?

What have been your best life/ family experience?

My best experience has been raising our two kids with
the love of my life, SallyAnne. We went through a rough
patch a few years ago when she was diagnosed with systemic sclerosis, but she was blessed with a miraculous recovery, and getting her back to health has been our best
family/life experience. It was a period of intense personal,
spiritual, and family growth.

What drives you to do all that you do?

My psychiatrist wife says it is me still trying to please my
mother (even though she passed 5 years ago). But seriously, it does go back to trying my best because I have
been given so much.

The Wound Healing Society
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What was best and worst with being president of WHS?

Where do you predict that the WHS will be
in 8 years?

My tenure as President of the WHS was marked by two
highly controversial issues. We had to change management companies when our previous group was found to
have funds unaccounted for, and the contract with HMP/
SAWC for the joint meeting needing to be renegotiated in
the face of declining revenues from the meeting. Those
were the low points. But having the opportunity to lead
an organization that I have been a part of since going
to early meetings as a part of your lab was truly a great
experience. Persuading you and Marjana to be part of the
leadership succession also ranks highly as positives.

Where we will be in 8 years depends in part on how successful we will be in answering the clinical issues facing
us. If we have not developed significant clinical advances,
we may find ourselves marginalized as a scientific society. I would hope that the membership has been rejuvenated and expanded. Whether we are still in association
with SAWC or not, I look forward to continuing to participate with my colleagues in a great interchange of ideas
at the WHS.

WHS Foundation News: End of Year Update
By Paul McVety, Ed.D., WHSF Board of Director
The Wound Healing Foundation (WHF) has had a busy
2015. This year the WHF
slightly revised our name to
minimize confusion, but our
mission remains the same, improving the quality of life for
wound healing patients and their families through support
of awareness, research and education.

•

You can help the Foundation provide more research and
scholarship opportunities in important ways. Most importantly, act and tell your friends and neighbors to act too!

• Donate via Paypal or mail a check -Select the

In partnership with our donors, the WHF:
•

Supported two lectures at the WHS annual
meeting
WHF-Thomas K. Hunt lecture
WHF-3M Fellow lecture

•

Gave $50,000 in research grants to WHS members on three continents

•

Gave $1,500 in travel scholarships for the WHS
annual meeting

•

Gave over $200 for Nepal earthquake surgical
support

•

Gave $18,000 in skin and wound care product
kits to military wounded warriors

•

Provided wound healing educational brochures
to military wounded warriors

•

Presence at the
WHS annual meeting in San Antonio, 		
Texas
Warrior Games in Quantico, Virginia
WHS regional meeting in Providence, RI
ETRS-WHS meeting in Copenhagen, 		
Denmark

The Wound Healing Society

Expanded online presence through:
Website
Facebook
Goodsearch
YouTube
Tsu

WHF as your cause then browse or shop via
Goodsearch and we receive money for the scholarship fund. You get discounts and the WHF gets
money- that’s a win-win for everyone!

• Join Goodsearch and Goodshop will donate an
extra $5 to the WHF!

•

Invite a friend to join Goodsearch using the above
link or your personalized Goodsearch link to help
the scholarship fund. The scholarship you help
fund may be your own!!

•

Join Tsu and the WHF receives funds.

•

Check with your employer or institution (as well
as your family and friends) and see if they have
a matching donation program. Double your donation dollars to the WHF by this easy method.

•

Frequently check the WHF website, Facebook
and Tsu pages for potential funding and scholarship opportunities.

Thank you to everyone for
your continued support!
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Annual Meeting Program Information
By Harvey Himel, MD & Anne Hocking, PhD
Have you submitted your abstract for the 28th Annual
Meeting of the Wound Healing Society yet? The abstract
submission site is now open and will close December 7,
2015 at 11:59pm. The meeting in conjunction with the
Symposium on Advanced Wound Care will be in Atlanta,
Georgia from April 13 to April 16 and is not to be missed.

Society. His research focuses on understanding the role of myofibroblasts in
tissue repair and in the pathology of tissue fibrosis. Dr. Tomic-Canic is the WHS
President Elect. Her research interests
include epigenetic and genomic regulation of wound repair, anti-inflammatory
processes in wound repair; and wound
infection and host responses.

Highlights of the WHS program include:

WHS Day One

Plenary Sessions Focused on New and Innovative Research In Wound Repair

This day is one day earlier than the joint meeting with
SAWC. It’s mission is to present cutting edge science in a
more intimate session. It includes the TK Hunt Endowed
Lecture, and four plenary sessions, and ends with a social
event for WHS members.

Topics include: Microbial-host interactions (Drs. Elizabeth
Grice, Katherine Radek and Phil Stewart); Inflammatory
responses to injury (Drs. Aristidis Veves, Siu-Ling Wong
and Timothy Koh); Wound vascularization (Drs. Peter
Carmeliet and Kara Spiller); Innovative therapeutic approaches (Drs. Ben Almquist, Evangelos Badiavas and
Michel Maharbiz); and Models of wound repair (Drs. Ardeshir Bayat, Roslyn Isseroff and Chandan Sen).

The TK Hunt Endowed Lecture

The Wound Healing Foundation established the Thomas K. Hunt Endowed
Lecture in 2013 to honor the legacy of Dr.
Hunt and to inspire and educate wound
healing researchers on related research
innovations. Dr. Robert Langer will give
the Thomas K. Hunt Endowed Lecture
on Wednesday April 13, 2015. Dr. Langer
is the David H. Koch Institute Professor at the Massachusetts Institute of Technology. He has written over 1300
articles, holds over 1080 patents worldwide and received
over 220 major awards. Dr. Langer pioneered the fields
of large molecule controlled drug delivery and tissue engineering.

Young Investigators Plenary Session

In this session, young investigators involved in cutting-edge science will compete for the WHS Young Investigator
Award. The winner will present his/her
work at the European Tissue Repair Society’s Annual Congress. Oral presentations will feature the top eight abstracts
submitted to the WHS by young investigators and as well as the 2015 European Tissue Repair
Society’s Young Investigator Award.

WHS Keynote Lecture 1

Dr. Fiona Watt will give the WHS keynote
lecture on Friday April 15. Dr. Watt is the
Director of the Centre for Stem cells and
Regenerative Medicine at King’s College
London. She is a Fellow of the Royal Society and was the first female president
of the International Society for Stem Cell
Research. Dr. Watt’s research investigates the role of skin stem cells in cancer.

Local Scientific Program

WHS Keynote Lecture 2

The Wound Healing Foundation, through
the support of 3M Health Care, sponsors
the 3M Fellowship Award. In this session
the winner of the 2017 WHF-3M Fellowship will be announced. It will also feature a presentation of the research find-

This session will highlight bioengineering research at
Georgia Tech and Emory University in Atlanta. Drs. Edward Botchwey, Thomas Barker and Julie Champion will
present their research using engineering tools to study
the immune system and biomaterial-mediated regenerative medicine.

WHF-3M Award Lecture

Drs. Boris Hinz and Marjana Tomic-Canic will give the WHS keynote lecture
on Saturday April 16. Dr. Hinz serves on
the WHS Board of Directors and is past
president of the European Tissue Repair

The Wound Healing Society
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ings of the 2015 WHS-3M Fellowship recipient, Dr. Ivan
Jozic. Dr. Jozic’s fellowship research investigated the interaction between glucocorticoid receptors and calveolins
in acute and chronic wounds.

WHS Membership Social Event
The social event is a great way to
end WHS Day One and to kick off
the rest of the meeting. This event
open only to WHS members provides an opportunity to catch up with
old friends and make new connections in a relaxed convivial setting.

Wound Repair and Regeneration Journal
Session

This special session will honor Dr. Patricia Hebda the outgoing editor-in-chief of the WHS flagship journal, Wound
Repair and Regeneration. Speakers include Drs. Jeff Davidson, Aron Parekh, Adrian Barbul and Pat Hebda.

Oral Abstract Sessions, Rapid-Fire Poster
Talks, and Posters

We hope you can join us for this exciting meeting. The
abstract submission deadline is December 7, 2015. All
accepted abstracts are published in Wound Repair and
Regeneration. Qualified abstracts may be eligible for various awards including Young Investigator, Industrial Research and Development Poster, and Junior and Trainee
Travel. Put your research where people will see it. WHS/
SAWC 2016 is the place for cutting edge science.

Meet the Mentors Session

This session is a great networking
opportunity and is designed to foster
interactions between early career investigators and senior interactions.
This is the session to ask questions
critical to your success in science.
Topics include grantsmanship, translating your research
to the clinic, and career development.

For more information see http://woundheal.org/Meetings/
Annual-Meeting2.aspx

Program Co-Chairs: Harvey Himel, MD & Anne Hocking, PhD
Register Today
Members Only: Log In to Register
with the Members Discounted Rate.
Non Members can Join NOW to get
best discounts BEFORE REGISTERING!
Super Saver Rates End: 12/31/2015

The Wound Healing Society

Submit an Abstract

Hotel Information

Submit your best research findings!
Present your work and apply for
awards here:

Registration for the SAWC Spring/
WHS must be completed BEFORE
hotel reservations will be accepted.

www.whsabstracts.org
Abstract Deadline: 12/07/2015

Once you have completed the registration process, you will be directed
to secure your hotel room.

(SAWC has a separate abstract
submission site)

BOOK EARLY TO RESERVE
YOUR ROOM!

7

www.woundheal.org

Volume 6 Issue 2

The Wound Healing Society

And What You Might Want to Know
By Lisa J. Gould, MD, PhD, FACS
terms are expiring at the next annual meeting or need to
be filled due to unexpected vacancies. Active and Senior
members of the society are eligible to serve as Directors
and Officers. No later than thirty days prior to each annual meeting, the slate of Board approved nominees is
presented to the membership through an electronic format. Active, Senior, and Honorary Members are eligible
to vote, usually via electronic ballot.

It is important for society members
to understand your role in selection
of the society leadership. Let’s first
outline the structure of the leadership. The Executive Committee
consists of the President (Andrew
Baird), President-Elect (Marjana
Tomic-Canic), Vice President (Elof
Eriksson), Secretary (Sashwati
Roy) and Treasurer (Braham Shroot). The Board of Directors elects the Officers with terms and structure outlined in our ByLaws. The Board of Directors consists of
not less than nine (9) or more than twelve (12) Directors.
The current Directors and their bios are available on the
web-site. The Directors serve a 3 year term which is staggered, thus we elect 3-4 new Directors each year. The
Directors meet monthly and are instrumental in governing
the business of the society.

I am currently in the process of identifying two membersat-large to serve on the Nominating committee. This is a
2-year term. We will convene in January 2016 to review
our current Board of Directors’ terms and identify how
many we need to elect. This year I plan to solicit nominations from the membership, including self-nominations.
My goal is to continue to have a highly motivated, active
Board of Directors without overlooking members who are
interested in being more active. As in past years, the ideal candidate will have distinguished themselves through
committee service and/or active participation in the Annual Meeting. So, please look for a call for nominations
in February 2016 and consider whether you or someone
you know would be a great Director for the Wound Healing Society.

As Immediate Past-President, I chair the Nominations
committee which consists of the Vice President, President-Elect, President, and two members-at-large who do
not need to be board members. The Nominating committee selects a slate of nominees for consideration for
election to replace the vacancies for Directors whose

Sponsor Appreciation
With Thanks from WHS

The Wound Healing Society
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Contemporary Topic: The Sensational vs.
the Useful in the Quest for Reproducibility in Research
By Stefano Bertuzzi (this article was originally written for the ASCB newsletter)
concludes that data irrepro[I]f the new
ducibility has a huge economic
iPhone software
cost, $28 billion, or over half of
needs tweaking,
all money spent on preclinical
research every year in the Unitis it legitimate
ed States. While the paper does
to conclude that
not say that the money is “wastthe iPhone is an
ed,” I believe that many, including some in Congress, will come
economic and
away from this analysis with that
technological
word in mind. Nothing could be
failure?
further from the truth than the
notion that $28 billion is wasted
every year on useless preclinical research.

A core concept in scientific research
is that empirical results must be
replicable. This concept dates back
to the birth of the experimental
method itself. The Accademia del
Cimento (Academy of Experiment)
was founded in Florence in 1657 by
Galileo’s students and it published
the first manual of scientific experimentation, a guide for data collection and methodological standardization. The society’s motto was provando
e riprovando (trying and trying again), emphasizing the
importance of replication of scientific experiments.
Fast forward to the present day where scientific discovery
proceeds at an impressive pace and yet we find that in
many instances research findings cannot be replicated.1,2
The causes for the lack of replication have been examined, revealing a complex scenario with multiple determinants3 ranging from sheer sloppiness (which is inexcusable) to the almost Twitter-length restrictions imposed on
the materials and methods sections of many glamorous
journals. Other culprits implicated include selection bias
in publishing only positive results and the hypercompetitive quest for scientific discoveries that forces scientists
toward sensationalism in presenting their results. It is important to note here that I am not talking about fraud. That
is a wholly different issue.

First of all, by reading the supplementary material, one
finds out that the paper lumps together four very different categories of irreproducibility (in the areas of study
design, biological reagents, protocols, and reporting) and
then estimates that ~50% of the published papers fall into
one of these categories. The authors then look at the total
amount of spending in research and development and decide that ~50% of that is associated with irreproducibility.
According to this analysis, the
fact that one investigator needs
to change the pH from 7.2 to 7.5
to grow a finicky cell line would
mean that the entire cost for
this research is “irreproducible”
and thus a waste of money. No,
sorry. This does not make any
sense and it does not pass any
reasonable test of validity.

So let me also state that there is no shortcut to rigor in
science and to accurate communication of its results. It is
imperative that we have in place all the checkpoints that
ensure rigorous and reliable published literature. After all,
this is the purpose of the lengthy and thorny process of
scholarly publishing.

Let me offer an example. Say
we download a new version of
some software, a beta version
The first manual of scienperhaps. A few months later, we
tific experimentation
have to download an updated
version of the same software, because users found bugs.
This often happens with iPhone software, for example.
So by the same logic, if the new iPhone software needs
tweaking, is it legitimate to conclude that the iPhone is
an economic and technological failure? Modification and
refinement are integral to innovation, and especially so in
the life sciences where we are constantly working at the
frontier between what is known and what is still unknown.

The topic of irreproducibility is receiving a lot of attention
in both the specialized and the lay press. Some of the
contributions can be very sensational and receive a lot
of attention, but frankly offer little of practical relevance
or are simply wrong. Others may be less flashy, but can
contribute to solving this serious problem. Let me start
with an egregious example in the first bucket and then
move on to what I find to be of help.

Leaving a Wrong Impression

A paper by Freedman et al.4 published recently in PLoS
Biology could give the wrong impression to those who
have not followed this problem at a granular level. The
authors attempt to estimate the economic implications of
the lack of reproducibility in the life sciences. The paper
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brush analysis of a complex issue is not helpful. It is not
a constructive contribution toward finding solutions to the
problem.

Another constructive proposal
[T]he problem of
emerged recently. A group of
irreproducibility
scientists published an article
is real in basic
in Science proposing author
guidelines to promote transparscience and in
ency, openness, and reproduccell biology as
ibility.6 Although papers and iniwell as in preclintiatives of this kind definitely fall
into the less-glamorous categoical research.
ry, they certainly offer the most
effective course to take to solve this complex problem.
For this reason, ASCB has signed on to the Transparency and Openness Promotion (TOP) guidelines to inspire
its scientists and its scholarly journals to think about how
they can help solve the problem.

Increasing Rigor in Science

The American Society for Cell Biology (ASCB) has taken
a different approach to the problem of irreproducibility. It
recently released a white paper titled “How can scientists
enhance rigor in conducting basic research and reporting
research results?” (www.ascb.org/reproducibility). This
paper is the work of a committee chaired by Mark Winey
from the University of Colorado, Boulder, which tackled
the issue for over a year, conducted a survey of the ASCB
membership, and worked with the ASCB Council to put
forward some key recommendations to increase rigor in
science in general and in cell biology in particular.

Science ultimately is a self-correcting process, often curvy
and not as fast as we would like it to be. But just as in creating software, there are costs involved in upgrading scientific knowledge, including the publication of bug-ridden,
imperfect, barely working, and not fully understood results
that nonetheless point researchers toward valuable discoveries. As science grows more sophisticated, getting
reproducibility right is a critical challenge. ASCB’s job, just
like that of the Accademia del Cimento in the 17th century, is to put forward ideas to the
As science grows
field and, as a publisher of immore sophistiportant journals, to ensure that
scientists remain authoritative in
cated, getting
their scholarly communications.
reproducibility
We must facilitate the scientific
right is a critical
process and its self-correction
challenge.
as effectively as possible.

First of all, the qualitative survey of the ASCB membership confirms that the problem of irreproducibility is real in
basic science and in cell biology as well as in preclinical
research. Second, the paper offers a multi-tier definition
of reproducibility, which is an essential step because of
the very different determinants that confound the problem. Teasing apart the various causes of irreproducibility
is essential to help us think of solutions to the problem and
to avoid sensational sweeping statements or policies that
could inflict more damage than they provide solutions.
And third, the paper offers some important recommendations for improving the situation and solving problems. I
encourage you to read the paper, since it would be too
long to discuss every recommendation here. However,
suffice it to say that ASCB identifies some key areas for
action:
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WEDNESDAY, APRIL 13

FRIDAY, APRIL 15
Plenary Sessions:
• Models of Wound Repair
Speakers: Ardeshir Bayat, MBBS, MRCS, PhD
Rosyln Rivkah Isseroff, MD
Chandan Sen, PhD
• Local Scientic Program: Immunomodulatory
Biomaterials
Speakers: Edward Botchway, PhD
Thomas Barker, PhD
Jule Champion, PhD

- A Day Dedicated to the WHS WHS Foundation-Hunt Lecture
• Dr. Robert Langer, MD, PhD, MIT
Plenary Sessions
• Microbial - Host Interactions
Speakers: Elizabeth Grice, PhD
Katherine Radek, PhD
Phil Stewart, PhD
• Inammatory Responses to Injury
Speakers: Tim Koh, PhD
Aristidis Veves, MD, DSc, MSc
Siu Ling Wong, PhD
• New Concepts in Wound Vascularization
Speakers: Peter Carmeliet, MD, PhD
Kara Spiller, PhD
• Innovative Therapeutic Approaches for
Wound Care
Speakers: Ben Almquist, PhD
Evangelos Badiavas, MD, PhD
Michel Maharbiz, PhD

WHS Meet the Mentors Session & Job Fair
Concurrent Oral Abstract Sessions
(Talks will be selected from submitted abstracts)
WHS Keynote Lecture
Speaker: Dr. Fiona Watt, PhD, King’s College
WHS Foundation-3M Award Lecture
Speaker: Ivan Jovic, PhD
2015 Award Winner
WHS Business Meeting

WHS Membership Social (WHS Members Only)
Cap off the opening day of the meeting with friends and
colleagues for dinner and networking.
Location to be determined.

Rapid-Fire Poster Talks
SAWC & WHS Poster Gala
(All poster presenters should be in attendance)

WHS Members: Don’t forget to pick up your tickets to
this event at the WHS membership booth!

THURSDAY, APRIL 14

SATURDAY, APRIL 16

SAWC Opening Ceremony

WHS Keynote Session:
Speakers: Marjana Tomic-Canic, PhD
Boris Hinz, PhD

General Session
Special Session
• Dr. Patricia Hebda, Outgoing WRR EIC
Speaker: Aron Parekh, PhD
Adrian Barbul, MD
Patricia Hebda, PhD

Concurrent Oral Abstract Sessions
(Talks will be selected from submitted abstracts)
WHS Meeting Ends - 11:45 AM

Young Investigators Symposium
Concurrent Oral Abstract Sessions
(Talks will be selected from submitted abstracts)

For more information visit http://woundheal.org/meetings/annual-meeting.aspx

WHS Meeting Ad for WRR - 101515.indd 1
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Awards Committee Report
By Praveen R Arany, DDS, PhD, Awards Committee Chair
One of the founding principles of the Wound Healing
Society is to promote scholarship and facilitate collegial
interactions and mentoring of newer members. In furthering this mission, WHS has dedicated parts of its funding
resources to support many different types of awards that
have expanded and extended over the years. We now
offer over nine specific awards to individuals ranging from
new trainees to senior members who have made seminal contributions to the field of wound healing as well
as to the Society. These awards include our two senior
member awards, each in alternate odd years, for Distinguished Service and Lifetime Achievement. We also
have our flagship award for new investigators called the
Young Investigator Awards that rewards the best abstract submission following a thorough peer-review and
rigorously scrutinized presentation at the meeting venue.
As part of our continuing collaboration with the European
Society for Tissue Repair, we extend an invitation to their
top scoring awardee each year while our WHS awardee is
supported to attend the ETRS meeting the following year.

field since its inception. Given the excellent quality of the
work that is rigorously peer-reviewed prior to acceptance
and reassessed by the awards committee, the paper that
is considered to offer the most significant scientific insights is awarded the Anita Roberts Award, named after
one of the founding members of the WHS and a much
respected and loved wound healing investigator. Description of these awards are available on the WHS website
with details about eligibility and deadlines. Applicants are
welcome to contact the WHS executive director or any
of the Awards committee members for any clarifications.
In addition to the monetary support provided, these
awards highlight the tradition of the WHS to welcome and
acknowledge the growing diversity and expertise in the
field, from ‘omics’ and tissue engineering to matrix biology
and animal models, to name only a few. The responsibility of the WHS Awards committee is to help recognize
these talents and contributions while working towards furthering the excellence in scientific endeavor embodied by
the WHS. The current Awards committee consists of nine
members spanning expertise in medical, dental, veterinary, biological and biomaterials aspects of wound healing, thereby representing the unique nature of the WHS
membership – its diversity!

Due to the multidisciplinary nature of biomedical research
with multiple forums available and the current tough scientific funding scenario, any support to attend relevant
meetings is much appreciated. In promoting this theme,
WHS offers multiple Trainee and Junior Faculty Travel Awards as well as coordinates with our co-hosts for
the annual meeting, the Association for Advancement of
Wound Care to provide Research Travel Scholarships.
In addition, recognizing the critical role of the industry
and translational sciences they facilitate, WHS offers two
awards namely the Industrial Research and Development (poster competition) and the Excellence in Translational Regenerative Sciences awards.

In current times of increasing difficulties to publish and
seeking research support, what better way to learning
and contributing to the WHS peer review process by joining our awards committee? We invite all WHS members
in various stages of their careers to help join the efforts to
recognize the very best in our wound healing field. To get
involved, either sign up online on the WHS website or by
emailing current committee members with your interest.

The WHS journal Wound Repair and Regeneration is a
leader in terms of scientific content and relevance to the

Education Committee Report
By Randall Cook, MD, Education Committee Chair
The WHS Education Committee is excited to have entered into a partnership with The Wound Institute, an
online learning resource for wound care education, supported by Smith and Nephew. We will be revising material from our Basics of Wound Care course which was
previously an annual presentation at SAWC. We expect
that the web presentation expertise provided by Wound

The Wound Healing Society

Institute will help us present our content more effectively
thanks to graphic art work and animation that they will
make available.
The EC is also developing a wound education program
to be presented at the American Geriatric Society annual
meeting in the spring of 2016. A prototype of that program
was presented at the AGS meeting earlier this year by EC
members Foy White-Chu and Lisa Gould. The response
at AGS was enthusiastic and we are looking forward to
further developing this program.
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Website Committee Report
By Katherine A. Radek, PhD, Website Committee Chair
We are pleased to announce that the Abstract Submission site is now open for the Annual Wound Healing Society Meeting, which will be held in Atlanta, Georgia from
April 13-17th, 2016. Please remember to go to the Wound
Healing Society Website to submit your abstract by Monday, December 7, 2015!

numerous discounts for the annual meeting registration and publication costs in our premiere
journal Wound Repair and Regeneration

•

access to webinars and professional development opportunities

In the coming months, the Website Committee will be updating the Wound Healing Society Facebook page, and
we will be adding a “Members Only” circle for added benefits! We will be adding links to upcoming grant opportunities, discussion forums, and other features in the “Members Only” circle. Please be sure to become a member of
the Wound Healing Society….and don’t forget to “Like” us
on Facebook!

Don’t forget to join the WHS
or renew your WHS membership through our home
page to secure the benefits
of membership.
The Members Only portal provides WHS members with
access to:
•

•

an online community of members and free website listing for research labs or clinics

Upcoming Meetings
Save the Date!
May 11-14 – Society for Investigative Dermatology
75th Annual Meeting, Scottsdale, AZ, USA
http://www.sidnet.org/2016annualmeeting

2015
December 10-13 - Innovations in Wound Healing,
Hawks Cay, Florida Keys, FL, USA
www.WHInnovations.com

September 15-17 – Society for Leukocyte Biology’s 49th Annual Meeting & “Neutrophil 2016”,
Verona, Italy
http://leukocytebiology.org/Meetings/2016-Meeting.
aspx
September 25-29 - 5th Congress of World Union
Wound Healing Societies, Florence, Italy
www.wuwhs2016.com

2016
January 10-14 - Molecular and Cellular Basis of
Growth and Regeneration (a Keystone Symposium), Breckenridge, CO, USA
http://www.sawc.net/spring

October 7-9 – SAWC Fall, Las Vegas, NV, USA
http://www.sawc.net/fall/
November 13-16 – American Society for Matrix
Biology Biennial Meeting, St. Petersburg, FL, USA
http://www.asmb.net/current_meeting.php

April 13-17 - WHS Annual Meeting/SAWC Spring,
Atlanta, GA
http://www.sawc.net/spring

The Wound Healing Society
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Giovanni Abatangelo, Honorary President
Marco Romanelli, President
Elia Ricci, Secretary General

HOSTING SOCIETIES

CO-HOSTING SOCIETIES
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Publications Update
By Jeff Davidson, PhD, WRR Editor-in-Chief and Chandan Sen, PhD, AWC Editor-in-Chief
diabetic ulcers, ostomy, bedsores, and more. Advances
in Wound Care explores novel research approaches and
practices to deliver the latest scientific discoveries and
developments.

Wound Repair and Regeneration

Since July 2015, several changes in the operation and
performance have taken place. There is now a team of
(7) Senior Editors with the addition of Joie Whitney, Sabine Eming, and Boris Hinz to the roster. Alan Wells has
been promoted to the role of Deputy Editor to serve in the
absence of the Editor-in-Chief or in cases of conflict of interest. Publisher (Wiley) support for editorial and production management is excellent, and all recent issues have
appeared on schedule. We have added cover art related
to issue content. Turn-around time for first submissions is
now <32 days, and the average time to final decision has
shrunken from 72 to 46 days. Submitted manuscripts are
posted on line within one week of acceptance. WRR has
accepted 90 articles during the first 9 months of 2015 versus 35 for 2014. Open Access is now available to WHS/
affiliate members with a $450 discount. The Editorial office (WRReditor@wiley.com) welcomes suggestions to
improve journal performance. This is your journal, so we
suggest that you send us your best work!

Advances in Wound Care aims to fill a gap in bridging the
different disciplines necessary to support wound research
and care. It provides a unique forum for the field of tissue
injury and repair, with an emphasis on acute and chronic
skin wound care to optimize patient outcomes. The Journal enables rapid dissemination of translational research
from bench to bedside, with wound care applications including burns, major trauma, blast injuries, surgery, diabetic ulcers, ostomy, bedsores, and more. Advances in
Wound Care supports public-academia-private partnership, the success of which is critical to improve wound
care outcomes.
Advances in Wound Care welcomes review articles,
both short critical treatise as well as comprehensive. The
Technology Advances track is dedicated to addressing
product development for clinical care as well as to novel
methodologies for research advancement. The News
and Views track will report newsworthy developments in
the wound care community. Discovery Express will rapidly publish short original research articles of outstanding
importance. For this track, submission to first decision
time will not exceed 2 weeks!

Advances in Wound Care

Advances in Wound Care provides a critical forum for the
field of tissue injury and repair, with an emphasis on acute
and chronic wound care to optimize patient outcomes.
The Journal enables rapid dissemination of translational
research from bench to bedside, with wound care applications including burns, major trauma, blast injuries, surgery,

Submit to
Wound Repair and
Regeneration

The Wound Healing Society

Submit to
Advances in Wound Care
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Blast from the Past:
2000 Annual Meeting
By Harriet W. Hopf, MD
Greg Schultz was President of the
Wound Healing Society when we
met jointly with the Wound Ostomy
and Continence Nurses Society in
Toronto, June 4-6, 2000. Toronto
is a beautiful city and the Crowne
Plaza Hotel and Toronto Convention Center proved excellent venues for meetings, networking, and
social events. Vince Falanga and Jeff Geesin organized
outstanding scientific sessions as Program Co-Chairs.

Editor-in-Chief.

The first morning of the meeting consisted of special educational symposia sponsored by Pfizer, including Regulation of Apoptosis in the Skin (Brian Nickoloff), Pre-Clinical Models (Tom Mustoe), Gene Search Strategies (Paul
Martine), Mesenchymal Stem Cells (Jeff Davidson), and
Role of Extracellular Matrix in Wound Repair (Jeff Geesin). Keynote speakers over the course of the meeting
included Seong-Jin Kim (TGF-beta receptors and regulation), Doug Lauffenberger (Receptor signaling in cell proliferation and migration), and Dennis Roop (Transgenic
mouse models). Oral abstract sessions included Bioengineered Skin, Failure to Heal, Cell & Molecular Biology,
and Animal Models / Treatment. There were also two
plenary sessions devoted to abstract presentations. The
meeting remained international, with contributions from
Europe, North America, Australia, and Asia.

The joint meeting day for WHS and WOCN included a
two-hour combined session on Standards of Care for
Chronic Wounds, a culmination of the efforts begun for
the Minneapolis meeting the year before. These efforts
eventually led to Adrian Barbul’s successful application
to the Wound Healing Society Foundation for funding for
a larger guidelines development effort that resulted in
publication of the WHS Guidelines for the Treatment and
Prevention of Acute and Chronic Wounds in 2006-2008
(http://woundheal.org/Publications/WHS-Wound-CareGuidelines.aspx. These guidelines are just completing
the revision process, so look for them in Wound Repair
and Regeneration in the near future!

The 3M / Wound Healing Society Foundation Award and
Ortho McNeil Young Investigator Awards were presented
at the WHS business meeting on June 6. Vasumati K.
Pestonjamasp, PhD, from the University of California San
Diego, received the 3M WHSF Award for her proposal:
Antimicrobial Peptides as Effectors of Wounds. Dr. Pestonjamasp published two articles on antimicrobial peptides in 2001 and is now in industry, where she specializes in technology commercialization and biopharma.

Familiar faces highlighted their work at the meeting, including Warren Garner, Vince Falanga, Paul Ehrlich, Gary
Sibbald, Tania Phillips, Chris Attinger, Barbara Bates-Jensen, Bob Diegelmann, Kel Cohen, TK Hunt, Steve Davis,
Patricia Mertz, Lillian Nanney, Jeff Davidson, Dorne Yager, Riley Rees, Cynthia Marcelo, Ted Tredget, Tom Mustoe, Pat Hebda, Ken Liechty, Tim Crombleholme, David
Greenhalgh, Adrian Barbul, Jon Mogford, Marty Robson,
Michael Franz, Elaine Unemori, Bruce Mast, and Greg
Schultz.
David Steed was President-Elect. The Board of Directors
included four future presidents, including Adrian Barbul,
Vince Falanga, Pat Hebda, and Lillian Nanney. Diane
Cooper continued her remarkable service as Secretary
and Bob Diegelmann (also a future President) continued
his yeoman efforts as Newsletter Editor. Warren Garner
kept the ship afloat as Treasurer. Bill Lindblad was successfully growing Wound Repair and Regeneration as
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